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* SALT ACT AMENDMENT. 2 


Bravrort moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend 
sid rien katy 2’ In doing so he said the draft of the Bill was in the hands 
of the Mem and he would now only state aertly the reason for introducin, 

ecessity for the Bill arose from the intro luction of the new Code | 5 
. rocedure, which provided a new distribution of the powers of Mi is. 
. Under the Salt Act the word “ Magistrate” meant a person exercising 
.ull powers of a Magistrate, st ne the new Code of Criminal Procedure 
be a Magistrate of the first class. : sy 
sg! Teed ect determined that the powers of a Magistrate of the first dlass 
ould not be vested in all the officers who had under the old Act been vested 
ith full powers; and, as many of the salt cases would go before Magistrates of 
the second class, it had been deemed proper to extend to such officers the power 
to inquire into and to try such cases. The object of the Bill was to confer on 
Magistrates of the second class the same jurisdiction as the present law gives to 
‘ gistrates. 
sis one i acne had been taken to provide that the references in the Act 
to the old Caleutta Police Acts, XII of 1856 and XLVIII of 1860, should be 
taken to be made to the new Police Act, IV (B.C.) of 1866. 

His Honor tae Presipent said he might say in addition to what had 
fallen from the hon’ble member who introduced the Bill, that it might be also 
necessary to note that it was not only the redistribution of Magistrates’ powers 
which had rendered this Bill desirable, but that also under the old Act it often 
happened that Magistrates of the first class were not available in the remoté 
sea-side districts, where offences against the salt laws were generally committed, 
The offences to be tried were petty; the punishment inflicted was petty, 

merally nothing more than a small fine. And it would be hard, both upon 
fhe witnesses and the parties concerned, that in potty cases of this kind it should 
be necessary to send all these people to long distances, to Cuttack or Midna- 
pore for instance, rather than try the offender on the spot, where a fine 
would in all probability be inflicted. For these reasons His Honor hoped the 
Council would think it right to allow the Bill to be introduced. 
The motion was agreed to. 


EMBANKMENTS AND WATER-COURSES. 


The Hon’ste Mr. Scuatcn said, it would be in the recollection of the 
Council that. Bill was introduced in December 1870 to amend the then existing 
Act relating to embankments. That Bill was referred to a Select Committee, 
and was thesubject of much consideration and discussion in Committee. ‘The 
Committee reported in August 1871, when for reasons then stated by his 
hon’ble tend, onthe left (Mr. Bernard), the consideration of the Bill was 
deferred, and the Bill was again submitted for revision to a Select Committee. 
That Committee submitted a report in August last, shortly before the close of 
the sittings of the Council; and the Bill as amended and submitted by them was 
circulated and published for general information. Since then he (MR. Scnaton) 
had had the assistance of the hon’ble member opposite (Mr. Beaufort) 
going through the provisions of the Bill, and it stick them that a considerable 
number of alterations and amendments should be made in the Bill, The 
Council had before them a paper of the alterations and amendments which 
were proposed. ‘The amendments seemed very numerous, but he believed. 
on examination the majority of them would be found to be of a merely verbs 
character, and such us were-calculated to carry out more fully and | u 
the sections of the Bill. S i 

There were, however, one or two of the amendments wliich d 
certain extent new principles, and on those he now wished to 0 
remarks. Of those, first came the amendment in line 17 of see 
proposal was to enable Collectors, in those cases where the benefit 
an embankment might be very largely shared by a munieij 
share of the cost of construction and ‘maintenance on the 
the whole expense might not full onthe zemindars, who 
instances only a yery small portion of the benefit. de 

































































‘ment. To give effect to that principle a further amendment posed. i 
new ern ere andin th ctl of section 54, bsg y 
Another entirely new provision would be found in the am posed 
section 48, That section prescribed the manner in ag ppor- 

ent of the expenses might be made amongst the zemindars who bone ‘ted 
fromthe cmbankment: the expense was to be apportioned cither according to 
the area of the lands benefited or protected by the embankment, or ike 
actual benefit derived by the estate; or in those’ cases where it had bese the 
custom to pay ona proportion of the sudder jumma, it rendered it optional 
with the Collector to employ that mode of apportionment. But there is a 
long line of embankments in the Sarun district on the River Gunduck 
These embankments have for years past been repaired by the zemindars 
of that district, and the expels thereof paid by them in proportion to 
the amount of revenue payable by them respectively; and therefore it was 
proposed to add a proviso to section 48 to carry out, in the district of Sarun. 
the practice that had heretofore there existed, by providing that such a mode 
of eppertioning, the cost should not be permissive but eom pulsory. 

‘he third amendment to which be would refer was that contained in sec- 
tion 49B. It was a section which had been taken from the Road Cess Act, and 
was intended to apply to places where there where lakhiraj tenures. These 
tenures. it was provided should be held to be a part of the estate or tenure 
within whose local boundaries they were included ; or if they were not included 
within the local boundaries of any estate or tenure, then the Collector was 
empowered to declare in what estate they were to be included. 
Lastly, Mr. Scnanen would refer to the proposed section 58A. By the Bill 
as it stood persons constructing any dam or othion obstruction in an embank- 
ment, or making a new embankment without the previous permission of the 
engineer, were liable to punishment; but there was no provision for removing 
the obstruction or embankment illegally constructed. The section which was 
proposed would supply that defect. ; 

‘He had intended to move that the consideration of the Bill .should be 
postponed for a fortnight, so that hon’ble members might have full opportunity 
to consider the amendments which were proposed. It had, however, been 

ested to him. that the Council would prefer that the Bill should be recom- 
mitted, and that these amendments should be submitted for the consideration of 
the Committee. He believed that that course would meet the approval of the 
Council. He would therefore move that the Bill be recgmmitted with a view 
to the consideration only of the amendments now propostd to be made in the 
Bill, and that the Committee consist of the former members, namely the Hon'ble 
Messrs. Beaufort, Bernard, Robinson, Joteendro, Mohun Tagore, Digumber 
Mitter, and the mover, with instructions to report within a fortnight. 

His Hoyor tur Prusivenr said, before putting the motion to the Council 
he would only make one or two observations. Te entirely agreod with what 
had fallen’ from the hon’ble member. His Honor had not examined the 
amendménts which the hon’ble member had placed on the table with any 
thing like minute criticism; but he thought it was absolutely necessary that 
some provision should he made with regard to the assessment of municipas 
lities, which would benefit by the protection they received from embankments 
_eonstructed or maintained under the provisions of the Bill. What he would 
more icularly address himself to was the amendment indicated as the new 
“section 69, following sections 67 and 68. It was the iproporal of the hon’ble 
member to give power to the Government to extend the provisions of “The 

fooghly and Burdwan Drainage Act, 1871,” to any other scheme of drainage 


rement in other Saas of the country. The hon’ble member in charge 
ofthe Bill consulted is Honor on this’ p 
































joint, and he agreed that it was 
most desirable some provision of that kind should be made. “Tue general 
Pp sof this Bill had for their primary object the maintenance and 
“man: t ‘embankments: ina somewhat sscondary place was put the 

4 ‘channels; “but he thought the hon'ble member-was 


drai 
preanthe provisions of this general Bill were mainly intended 
¢alled minor works of drainage subsidiary to the larger 
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embankment w the 
where, for the improvement 
of drainage ought pt 
- Drai Act was an experiment, anc 1 
or ee peyond the tai of experiment, that was to say the ¥ 
Beatin ence nn adh 
sriment had been carried to this stage, that the c 
sare we been obtained; the machinery by which that consent shou 
ascertained had been set in motion, and so far as the proceedings ] 
ne, His Honor believed that no objection had been taken, the partie 
satereated having aeeépted the Bill as a proper solution of the manner 
in which the improvement might be effected. The result had been ; 
so far encouraging, and ‘he thought we might hope that with or without 
modification the Act might be applied to other parts of the country. Tt ws 
extremely desirable that the matter should be put ona complete footing as soon ee 
as possible, and that means might be given to proprietors of land and other iS: 
ersons interested in other parts of the country of undertaking similar works ‘of 
rainage. Therefore, if the Committee should think fit to recommend, and ‘the 
Council should think fit to adopt, the proposal to give the Government er 
to extend the Drainage Act to other parts of the country, he thought a@re oa 
public interest would be subseryed. With that view His Honor had no di 
that this important matter would be carefully considered by the Committee, 
That Committee had already gone through the great labour of examining the 
yarious provisions of the Bill, and the Council were much indebted to them for 
their services, and probably it would not be desirable that those questions should 
again be ripped up; but it was very desirable that the new questions raised b 
these proposed amendments should be duly and fully considered by that Com- 
mittee. The question, then, before the Council was, that the emanate oleae 
upon the table should be referred to a Committee composed of thesame members 
as before, with a view to their considering the scope and effect of th 
amendments, and pager J a report thereon within a fortnight. 
The motion was agreed to. toh 
The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 25th instant. 





* LIQUOR SHOPS AND ORIME IN CALCUTTA. 


No. 1559, dated Calcutta, the 24th December 1872. 


From—S. Waucuork, Esq., 0.8., Officigting Commissioner of Police, Caloutta, 
To—The Offg. Sey. to the Govt. of Bengal, Judicial Department. 


I nave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No, 6082 of the 4th 
calling for a special’ report showing in what quarters the majority of the liquor, toddy, 
opium shops are situated in Calcutta and the suburbs, and the bearing their exi 
upon erimo in the neighbourhood, 

2. In reply I beg to enclose lists with the number of shops for the sale of ‘lic 
in each police section of Calcutta and the suburbs on the 1st of this month of” De 
showing a, total of 328 in Calcuttaand 274 in the suburbs. é 

8. ‘The number of shops in the suburbs is greater in proportion to the p 
in Calcutta, (1) because the area of the suburbs is much greater than C 
because the shops in the suburbs have not been regulated, till within the last ten 
police so strictly as in Calcutta, When permission has been once granted D 
authorities to establish a shop in a particular place, it is very difficult afterwards to. 
the locality is unfitted for the purpose. 

4. I can adduce no facts to show that the existence of liquor shops has 
crime in their neighbourhood. The police section in which the largest num! 
reported is Colootollah, where there are only seven liquor shops, while there 
Barra Bazar, where there is less crime, Jora Bagan, where nearly e 
robberies in the mofussil lives, has only twenty-three shops of ‘all sorts 
has forty-nine. There aro many dacoits and burglars in Burtolla, which | 
and other shops. ; = ; 

5. The lower classes in Calcutta and the suburbs as | arink 7 
aud wherever the population chiefly consists of these claesee a 

established to meet the demand, The majority of natives who 
consume it in their own houses, so that ten times more B 
drank and incapable in the streets. ; 





ey 16 fingers into the liquor and touch their for 
at one time of a good many dacoit , and found that though ghey 
‘iderable. quantity of liquor, they were seldom actually drunk, and did not 
r constitution with churrus and mnddut. On the other hand, there can be no doubt 
n burglars and cae thieyes are in a constant state of half stupefuction from the 
xicating drugs, by which their health is completely destroyed. 
‘There are ten opium shops in Burra Bazar, because it is full of up-country men and 
yho use it. The Chinese from Bentinck Street and elsewhere go there to meet their 
yand smoke it. 
. There are thirty-one shops for the sala of liquor, &c., in Fenwick Bazar section, 
- fifteen in Toltolla and only six in Colinga, but the criminal population of the two last is 
proportionally as great as in the first. 
9, Itis generally said that crime is the result of drink, and very probably it is so with regard 
; offences attended with violence to the person, which are of comparatively rare occurrence 
“jn Caleutta; but 1 cannot discover the connection between drink and offences requiring 
-gkill. The most celebrated dacoit I ever knew, who gave mean account of more than a 
hundred dacoitics, in most of which he had been the leader, never tasted liquor ; and a New 
York burglar, perhaps the most expert in his profession who ever visited India, was described 
to me by the captain of the ship in which he came to this country, asthe most sober man who 
had over sailed with him. 
I do not think it follows that becanse there is much intemperance in a place or 
¥- crime must be the result. There is said to be, truly or falsely, much drunkenness 
in d, but as far as T am aware there is comparatively little crime, and it would seem 
from the following extract I lately made froman English paper, that some doubts are 
tertained as to whether crime is anecessary consequence of drunkenness in England. “The 
spolice statistics of London prove that the connection of the two evils (drunkenness and 
rime) may be exaggerated. In the great city there were in 1870 25,564 bad cases of 
intoxication, and in 1871, 28,230. Yet, despite this increase of 2,666, the number of bur- 
glavies, robberies, &c., decreased from 8,796 in 1870, to 7,111 in 1871.” 
~~ Ji, In England it is said that drinking promotes intemperance, intemperance under- 
“mines morality, immorality is the immediate cause of crime; also that intemperance is sup- 
ported by extravagance, which leads to poverty, and poverty to crime. 
_ 12. These theories may apply to England but not to Bongal, for here intemperance is 
ly the result and not the canse of immorality, and living is so cheap that poverty is 
_ not starvation as it is often in England, so as to lead to crime. Dacoits and thieves do not 
rob becanse they are or starving, but becanse they can earn their daily bread easier by 
rime than by labour, Neither has it been shown that men who take to crime from starvation 
chen famine, &c., in this country are addicted to liquor. 
: . Whether there are liquor shops poe ere will be immorality a crime, Le? ‘ie 
long as liquor shops are properly supervised by the police, so as to prevent the meeting o 
characters and the concoction of robberies, &e., I do not think that they cause much difference 
~ one way or the:other in crime. 


List of Liquor Shops, §c., in the Suburbs of Calcutta, 
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* The sales in thirty-eight shops are bythe bottle and not by the glass. 
fete Pouce Orrice, 8. Wa 


The 24h December 1872. 
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“Telegram of tho 13th January reecived on the T4th, 
Published for general information. 
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The mean barometer as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means are deri 
the twenty-four hourly observations made during the day. ‘| 
9 The dow, point is computed with the Greenwich constants—The figures in coluinn 10. 
‘the sedi of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity, ‘The recei 

rrain gauge is 1} feet, and that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 inches above the 
. The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s anemometer, is registered from noon 


‘The extreme variation of temperature during the past seven days 

‘The max, temperawre during the past seven days 

‘The max, temperature during the corresponding period of the pent year 
“The mean humidity during the past seven days 

The mean humidity during the corresponding period of the past year 


Me Cistaldall of csin frov’iab'to 9th. — {2 restore gl 


Ditto ditto ditto average of nineteen previous years ., 
Ditto ditto between the 1st January and the 7th Tacuary so ee 
Ditto ditto ditto ditto, average of nineteen previous years 


The 18th January 1873. 
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N BENGAL RAILWAY, 


“Traffic for week ended 28th December 872, on 188} miler open. 
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RESOLUTION ON DISPENSARY REPORT, 1871. 





JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 
Meprcau. 

ek Calcutta, the 21st January 1878. 
A letter, No. 795, dated the 5th Ootober 1872, from the, Inspector-General of Hospitals, 
1 Medical Department, submitting the roport on the Charitable Hospitals 

‘nal saries in the Lower Provinces for the year 1871. 
Tae} printing of the report has been delayed in the Secretariat office 
_ owing to press of other work, but this is of the vies importance, as under the 
introduced in March ‘last the Tnspec' 






tor-General has passed orders 

report as received, thereby relieving the Govern- 

) details, and ong Proaunety before 

i nk er those poin' uire action. Still, it is very desirable 

information aaah be laid before Government within a reason- 

close of the year to which it relates, and it appears that some 

did icasueoiarretiras till August, thereby kee zs back most 

‘ion of the Inspector-General’s summaries. ieutenant- 

have it once for all understood that he insists upon eanee and 

‘annual returns in all departments. Itis ver recente 
-General’s reports 

to unpunctuality and actu on 

Lieutenant Governor requests that the 


Paekepty of nap erger 


ib-divis’ ought also to ascertain that the met 
institutions in their jurisdiction have been duly submitted. If 
finds that he cannot get the annual returns from his subordina 
, he will report the fact to the District Magistrate, wh 
himself, or his sub-divisional officers, ate upon itp, aie a 
the prompt despatch of the required papers ; and in caso of continued negle 
een - ns of the Saar and aT eatpa bills of the subordinates cont 
ees by e total number of dispensaries open during 1871 is three 
the number open throughout 1870. There were at the close of the 
73 institutions in charge of sub-assistant surgeons and apothecaries, 62 in ¢h 
of native doctors, and 26 attached to sub-divisional charges. Exeluding 
institutions situated in Calcutta and its suburbs, there were thus 
institutions established in the interior of Bengal for dispensing charitabl 
medical relief. ‘There has not been any very material increase in the number: 
disy ies during the year, though it would appear from paragraphs 
and 9 that the number of the more important dispensaries has relatiy 
increased. The Lieutenant-Governor desires that in future all the ho f 
“ata eee and bel scairie crit i irae a 
meets c suburbs sho treated in the report on metro- 
‘Aipore Dupeny. aaa politan medical institutions. The instit 
Garton Roach shown on the margin should therefore be exclu 
‘Howrah Hospital. next year from this dispensary report. 4 § 
3. Of 158 institutions shown in statement 2, 107 treated both out-doo 
and in-door patients, one received in-door patients only, while 50 gaye re 
only to out-door patients. The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to see that 
ctor-General has impressed upon committees the propriety of prov 
in-door accommodation in all cases where the means are available. § 
funds cannot better be utilized than in this way, and it is in this way 
surgical cases can be properly dealt with. 
: 4. It is satisfactory to observe that the attendance of both in-do 
out-door patients has increased, while the mortality among the former has 
nished. he total number treated amounted to 423,420 as against 402, 


1870, while the mortality was 15°41 bel cent. on 17,892 in-patients as a 


1617 on 17,481. 72:04 of the in-door patients were cured or relieved. 
statistics of results in cases of out-door patients are available. Pe: 
5. The total number of surgical operations performed has risen 
_ 6,944 to 8,547, though, owing to a stricter classification, the number of 
operations shows a decrease. The Lieutenant-Governor views with 
satisfaction the increase in surgical cases, in which at any rate the b 
conferred are clear and undoubted. It cannot be that we yet touch 
the cases in the country requiring serious surgical treatment, and no 
should be spared to encourage the resort to our hospitals of such eases. 
ey in cases of serious operations is shown at 38 per 1,000 
in the Medical College, and 116-2 in the Chandney Hospital, Cale 
a remarkable difference, which is seen also when we look to the 1 
particular operation (lithotomy), the death-rate being 86 per 
 mofussil against 166 and 253 in the two Calcutta institutions n 
The Lieutenant-Governor believes that very similar results are to b 
the comparative mortality of metropolitan and provincial hospi j 
aren Eitiniurgh Review for October last, page 495, this sul 
strikingly elucidated. He would beg of the Inspector-General 
subject specially in view, and to report whetherthe classification 
the mortality im small hospitals 1s really in much smaller pr 
-Targe ones. 
6. In paragraph 14, the dispensaries whose death-rate 
wy are set out, and the causes of this explained. In the 
m dispensaries, to which broken-down labourers are sent, 





should 
mortality for tes 
y ati many" eases. are brought 

in-a moribund state. From the reports in the iopendis: esa 
‘at in some instances cholera aff the death-rate. The Inspector- 

remarks upon the creation of separate moribund wards are judicious. 
seem better to ite those cases which from the nature of the 

are loathsome. and dangerous to other sufferers than to relegate to a 

ward those whom the medical officer in charge doubts his ability to eure, 

‘he idea of providing separate accommodation for a better class of 

tients would be unobjectionable if some small charge were made on this 
‘account, to be credited to the dispensary funds. But it should always be 
‘vemembered. that the primary object of such institutions is charitable, and that 
¥ invidious distinctions among those receiving gratuitous advice would 

inly not tend to popularize the system. 
8. The character of the diseases treated varies very little from year to 
‘The distinctive feature of 1871 was the comparative absence of olera, 
- especially on the great pilgrim routes. Fevers were, however, as might havo 
expected from the excessive rainfall of the year, more prevalent than usual, 
Fever was also more fatal than in the two receding years. Spleen diseases, 
oy diseases, dysentery, me kets eyes al a fatal than usual. Ita pears 
hat in medical as: op] surgical cases, the mortality rates for ea i 
e much the same in Caleutta as in the interior. y i i 
4.7 9. ‘The table showing caste and sex of patients gives a smaller attendance 
i ae females during the year under every heading save that of Europeans. + 
\ The falling off is very marked among the females of “other castes,” where the 
ntage of in-door patients has fallen from 328 to 21-3. Inquiry should be 
whether this can in any way be explained. The attendance of children 
tex than in 1870. 
The Licutenant-Goyernor approves of the amended form of Table V’ 
the Inspector-General proposes to substitute next year for the present 
show more clearly the income and expenditure of the year with reference 
to amounts contributed by Government and other sources. The headi 
ved from local sources” should, however, be ‘“ Received from local an 
sources excluding Government.” 
_ The total income -of the dispensaries, including balances, was 
7,451, the expenditure Rs. 2,97,377, leaving a balance of Rs. 1,20,073, 
-against Rs. 1,05,577 in 1870. The income and balances are steadily inereas- 
. It is not, however, satisfactory to note that the increase in 1871 is due to 
ased Government grant, and largely increased European subscriptions, 

e the income from local funds, veeey capital, and native subscriptions, all 
falling off from 1870. The Lieutenant-Governor begs that every offort 
made to induce the richer natives to assist in this way their poorer and 
«stricken fellow countrymen. 

‘. The Lieutenant-Governor has already, in a circular dated 27th 

« 1872, expressed an opinion that the heayy calls made upon Government 

medical relief, while at the same time the accumulated and unutilized funds of 
are increasing, render it necessary to review the position of each of 
and to settle how far they may become more self-supporting. 

rules for the grant of Government aid passed last year care is 
ubseriptions are utilized in a proper way, and that they are duly 

d and regularly collected. Hitherto, as shown in paragraph 28 of the 
saeco subseription has in many cases been only nominal, 
all the real expenses of the dispensaries, Had, indeed, the 

ual to the nominal subscriptions, the balances of dispensaries 

heavier than they are. Government has no wish to diminish 
aid it gives, but it is anxious to distribute it more usefully and 

olution above referred to is designed to have this effect, 

by the Inspector-General. ‘The case of all 
ants from Government must now bo 





nd t 


A ‘ some of 
ile Oauare at smaller pinsaeieetlicen 

Inspector-Gen' requested to report separately on each of these di 
showing the amount and reasons of the grant, and making any sugges 
may seem necessary in connection with the subject of its revision. The 
nant-Goyernor also. invites proposals for utilising all funds and mach 
can be made available in the establishment of relief centres at places 
medical aid is much required. At present the want of qualified men: 
create a difficulty while so many are employed in the Burdwan fever tracts, 
as soon as they me available they should be used elsewhere. i 

18. It is by no means setiahiotory to learn that only twenty-seven mu 
cipalities contribute to the support of dispensaries, and that the total amount 

- their subscriptions is only Rs. 12,573, or 5 per cent. of the total di aa 
income, The Lieutenant-Governor quite agrees with the remarks of the oe) 
tor-General on this point, and he trusts that Commissioners and Magistrates 
mt to the municipalities and town committees their duty in this re 

14. The amount of subscriptions received from private individuals is 
by no means gratifying. If we except the thirty-two institutions which are — 
supported entirely b one individual with or without the aid of Gove p th 
it appears from Table VI that only about Rs. 44,000 come from general native 
subscriptions, while about Rs. 40,200 come from ordinary European subserib ; 
The native subscriptions are petty in the extreme, compared with the numbe 
and means of the native gentry of Bengal. A large proportion of even the’ 
small sum subscribed comes from men in the employment of Government, _ 
and pleaders:about the courts. = 

16, The summary of expenditure in paragraph 29 shows increased cost 
diet, but a lessening relative expenditure on that account; increasing outla: 
attendants’ wages, with which the Lieutenant-Governor is glad to 
the Inspector-General is dealing; and an increase in the percentage spe 
in medical officers’ salaries, due, no doubt, to the advance of several institut 
from a lower to a higher grade, as explained in paragraph 6. r 


16. The increased floating balance of dispensary income has been vs 
subject of frequent orders from Government. It is the result of a pe 
which subseriptions were realised for no definite object, while all the p 
expenses were thrown on Government. At present no dis is 8 
without a proper. allocation of the expenditure between Government 


subscribers, en the replies are received to the circular 
to, the Lieutenant-Governor will be in a position to press for a proper 
ment of these balances. Meantime, he is glad to see that the ecto 
has urged upon the local committees the propriety of utilising them. 
17. The Lieutenant-Governor is not at all satisfied with the wa: 
the important duty of inspection was performed during 1871. The 
Inspectors-General seem tohave done as much as under the particular 
stances of their circles and the special duties imposed on ised 
expected, Dr. Francis, in particular, deserves th for his activity. 
lamentable to note that 16 per cent. of the mofussil dispensaries 
visited at all by civil surgeons, while 33 per cent. were oy i 
le (Nui 


Particular explanation must be called for from Dr. Earl 
~ entire neglect of: this duty, The Lieutenant-Governor desires 
tor-General will again draw the attention of all civil surgeons 
_ on the matter, and submit a nominal list with his next report 
this duty has been performed. Commissioners will also be requ 
on l_and: other officers the propriety of their vi 
in the course of their tours in the districts, and recordi 
_ things as found by them. Js ieee be be n 
is committees generally take so little interest in these 
itenant-Governor hopes, however, that the habit of 
in which they are financially or directly int 





r the experiment of training native midwives 
p to Government, ‘The results are: not very encouraging, 
tenint-Governor is unwilling to abandon the attempt altogether, 
In’ the 36th paragraph of the report the Inspector-General proceeds to 
principal events in the medical history of the year. General absence 
pox, comparative freedom from cholera epidemic, and unusual preva: - 
er, were, ashas been already noted, the main characteristics of 1871. 
seems to have bien the most favored division as regards public health, 
e pilgrim routes were free from cholera, and fever did not prevail as elsewhere. 
teh which is given of the Burdwan endemic, and the measures adopted 
edical relief, are correct and useful. Much has, however, been written and 
before Government since the time to which the report refers, and it is 
ecessary here to discuss the subject further. The Goyernment is doing all 


it can to afford relief, and is making the necessary investigations with a view to 


arger measures of drainage, should it appear that these are called for or likely 
» of benefit. The Inspector-General is convinced that the fever is not in 
sense or manner a contagious disease ; but it is noted that Dr. Barker in 


Beerbhoom reports that he is strongly of opinion that the fever there could not. 


re heen generated zn the parts it affected, but was introduced from Burdwan 

by human intercourse or through the atmosphere, aided by the peculiar. 
“rainy season, cloudy weather, and moist atmosphere. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor 
has already ordered careful topographical inquiry in Beerbhoom and Midnapore, 
the fever has taken hold of villages hitherto unaffected, and he trusts that 


_ the Inspector-General will order such careful observations of temperature and 
other meteorological facts as may help to elucidate the mystery of this disease, 

ir. Hlliot’s report in the appendix is very valuable; and’ the Lieutenant- 

- Goyernor will take this opportunity of thanking him and the Deputy Inspector- 
Gene Dr, Saunders, as pall as the present Sanitary Commissioner 
agen, for the work done by them in these fever-stricken districts. 


. The results of the experiment of selling medicines at cost price have 


__ also been separately reported. eC are on the whole decidedly encouraging. 


utenant-Governor will be glad to know the result of the experimental _ 
trusses mentioned in paragraph 48. me 
The Lieutenant-Governor will be glad if the Inspector-General will 
‘himself in communication with Colonel Pughe and devise a simple form 
and mortuary return for the police force, and settle the best mode of 
1ese made up, reporting the result. It is of course desirable to. have 
> ion as the police are serving in every district of Bengal and their 
| statistics would be to some extent a test of relative healthiness. 
Commissioners will be asked to report on the working of Dr. McLeod's 
“post dem report. ; i 
¢ other matters noticed by the Inspector-General call for no speci : 
rom Government. igelv. 
- ‘Phe Lieutenant-Governor has only, in conclusion, to thank Dr. Brown 
and efficient administration of his department, and for the ready aid — 
‘advice he has given to Government on every matter on which he has 
ted. Dr. Brown has been fortunate on his part in having a Secretary 
feLeod, to whom the Government has been indebted from time to 
‘useful assistance always most cheerfully rendered. The careful 
the details of the present report have been worked out also reflects , 
‘Leod. Honor has to thank Drs. Saunders, Francis, 
uous devotion to their duties, and for many able 
questions submitted through the Tuspector-General. 
ut ‘a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 
| aii. Medical Department, for information and _ 


‘ ‘17 be forwarded to all Commis- 
‘communication to the Magistrates of their — 





4 No. 8, dated Bard man the Brad Fanuary 1 an 
% wp, Esq., Commr. of the Burdwan Ve 
| emma the Gort. of Bengal, Judicial Department. 
Unver demi-official instructions from Mr. Secretary Bernar 
the honor to submit, for the information of the Lieutenant-Govern 
the decision of the Sessions Judge of Hooghly, in the case of Kufulood 
lant, in which Mr. Prinsep had occasion to comment very forcibly on the eo 
of Deputy Magistrate Baboo Dwarkanath Banerjea in dealing with that ¢ 
2. In compliance with the Judge’s directions, the Magistrate of How 
- (Mr. Hewitt) has examined the records of several other cases which e 
pending before Buboo Dwarkanath Banerjea, and has sent me a copy of the 
remarks which he has submitted ie the J udge rexnrding them. I now 
¢ for the Lieutenant-Governor’s information. Re 
vol oy eee Dwarkanath Banerjea has been transferred to another % 
division, and it is not desirable that he should remain any longer at Howra 
T have requested the Magistrate at once to relieve him of his duties at Howrah 
and to direct him to proceed to join his new appointment ; but T — 
that in my opinion Baboo Dwarkanath Banerjea should be required to sabmi 
‘an application for pension, as his age and the state of his health disqualify 
for the efficient discharge of his duties as a Deputy Magistrate and Deputy 
Collector. eRe, 


No. 194, ? 
KurvLooppern ee oi s+ Appellant, reg 
‘ae appellant is a phareedar and has been convicted of having received an illegal 
riiination” He should, tn the evidence, if convicted at all, have been convicted of extortion, 
of which he was also charged, for the act of which he was convicted was of obtaining” 
money from a man against whom information of the commission of an assault bad been made 
to him under threat, that if the money was not paid he wonld be sent np to the Magistrate, 
‘The Deputy Magistrate has believed the evidence and has convicted the accused. 
at all times very unwilling to interfere with the findings of Magistrates when aif 
merely on the credibility to be attached to the evidence of witnesses, because it is evide 
‘ judicial officer who bas vnily the record has nob the same or equal opportunities of arrivir 
a correct conclusion on such a point as the officer before whom the witnesses have made 
statements, but in this case the improbabilities of the truth of the evidence are so Strong’ 
I have no alternative but to reverse the finding of the Deputy Magistrate, because 
that he has not sufficiently borne them in mind in determining the weight to be given 
evidence, 
‘The defence made is that the case is one got up by the notorious enemy of the ap 
the gomashta. That ill-feeling does exist, is evident from the records of the courts and 
the admitted fact that he backed up the prosecution and was in court throughout th 
The witnesses are all more or less connected with him, The principal witness is hi 
brother, and the complainant is the relative of his kept mistress, With thesa fe 
animasity’i¢ is most improbable that appellant should have openly eommitted the act 
in ,thp presetice of his efiemtés, and that they should have been the prominent 
other/side. Independently of these considerations there are other points in the 
at ofce excite mach suspicion, and I therefore think that the appellant has been 
yicted, and direct that he be released. 2 
The proceedings of the Deputy Magistrate in this case are such ns I did 
havé been found in our courts under the rapid system of trial introduced by the 
most} disereditable to him. ‘The case bean on petition of the 18th July. It is 
one,{and yet was not decided until the 18th November. I find that it w: 
or eighteen times before the Deputy Magistrate, instead of being decid 
a complainant’s petition bears date 18th July, and the case was 
Deputy Magistrate for trial, The complainant was, however, not ext mt 
No'reason is given for the delay, and if it is usual in the Howrah courts it shoi 
put an end to, for the complainant should have been examined on the 18th or 
19th. On that date the Deputy Magistrate ordered summons to issue on th 
_ witnesses and on the acensed, fixing 8th August as the date for trial. 
~ when it would seem all the parties attended, the Deputy Magi: 
Jeisure in consequence of the number of police cases under trial, and he 
the case until the next day, taking recognizances from the witn 
It does not appear that the ease came on for trial on the 9th, but 
_ Was recorded, as complainant represents, that his witnesses are 
asks for postponement, that is, postponed until the 19th Au 
many men suddenly should all be stricken with dengue fever 





1 the witnesses. w 
ea nty Magistrate's court and went home, and seeing the proteatal characte 
yeeedings, I cannot say that they wo teon justified in eo doing, On the 
August the accused were absent, warrants were issued, and the suitors were valled w 
cause why the security should not be forfeited, and though the accusod seem to ie 
represented by a mooktear who could have cross-examined the witnesses who were present 
‘wore discharged without examination. On the 8rd September the surctics produced the 
vho, they represented, bad been ill, but whether any inquiry was made on this point 
not appear. It would seem that this excuse was accepted, for 1 can find nothing more on 
ject. However, although this very simple case had been frequently postponed, the 
Magistrate again postponed it for want of leisure, On the th September it would 
that the Deputy Magistrate fell ill, so the eas was indefinitely postponed until his 
eoovery and xeturn to office, because the other Magistrates are stated to have been unable to 
tho case. ‘The witnesses were again present and had to exeoute recognigances to appear 
~ awhen called for. 
On the 1ith the 20th was fixed for hearing, but the witnesses were not examined until 
‘the 24th, the complainant and the accused being examined on the 23rd. Nothing definitely 
was done, and the case was again postponed until the 5th October, On the 4th, however, it 
‘would seem that on the application of the complainant a warrant was issued for the 
arrest of a witness, and on that day also the 22nd was fixed for bearing, On the 
2nd agein, notwithstanding that the case had been so often up for hearing, it was 
in. postponed because the Deputy Magistrate had no leisure, and because one of 
the accused, Mohesh, was absent. I confess I am surprised that any body should ever 
ittend yoluntarily before any Magistrate who so constantly discharges witnesses and 
arties Without examination, and postpones a simple trial like this (and I suppose this is 
“not a solitary instance) week after week without making any progress towards decision, The 
Deputy Magistrate here again went through the farce of calling upon the sureties of Mohesh 
“to shew cause why their bonds should not be enforced, when he should have known that their 
absence was attributable to no one’s fault escept hisown. On 23rd October certain records were 
called for, and the case was postponed again until the 30th. Intermediately, however, on the _ 
_ 26th October one witness was examined, one of the accused was discharged, and the other was 
pat on his defence. It is strange that the evidence of this one witness should have had such 
an effect in the case one month exactly after the bulk of the witnesses for the prosecution had 
m examined, and three months after the first examination of the complainant. Witnesses 
for the defence were however summoned, and the 30th was fixed for trial, The witnesses 
aghow or other did not attend on that day. No notice was taken of this, but the 8th 
vember was fixed. On that day, instead of at once completing the case, three witnesses only 
for the defence were examined, and for want of leisure the case was again postponed until the 
fi On the 12th arguments were heard, and the case was postponed because the complain- 
~ ant’s mookdtear said he would make an application to call for the record of the previous cons 
jon of the accused. A most improper order for the previous conviction ought not to bave 
considered until the accused had been convicted, and it remained to determine the sentence 
sed. When the application was made, instead of at once sending for the records, 
it was ordered to be placed with the record. These records were called for on the 18th, but on 
‘15th they were reported as not found. On the 16th they were produced, but as some of the 
n of the Doputy Magistrate had gone to give evidence before the Additional Judge, and 
: ig found had to be compared with that of the case under trial, there was a further 
"postponement until the following Monday, when at last the case was decided. As these records 
were in Bengali, the native language of the Deputy Magistrate, the reason for the postpone- 
1s absurd. 
have had very great difficulty in extracting the above partienlors, and it has occupied 
waluable time which shald.bave. heen-devated to ochc: work, but I have been strangely 
¢ ag_tothe proceedings of Baboo Dwarkanath Banerjea, I could not have believed 
ceedinys were to be found in any Magistrate’s court, still less in a Suburban Court 
"The facts disclosed speak for themselves. The Deputy Magistrate's delatoriness 
severe censure, and also, it is not creditable to the Magistrate of Howrah that\ 
ings should have passed unknown and unchecked. I request that the Mayistrate 
to his own file all cases now pending before Baboo Dwarkanath Banerjea, and 
he will report on the proceedings therein, and more especially in the cases for which 
was given in the statements for November last. 
H, T. Prissep, 
Off. Sessions Judge, 


NEL 
on Ouses tried by Banoo Dwanxanatu Baxzrsua, Deputy Magistrate. 

yme the cases pending on the file of Baboo Dwarkanath Banerjen, 
tothe directions of the Officiating Judge of Hooghly, dated 10th 
be obliged to state that they disclose an ignorance of the provi- 
ness in disposing of cases brought before him, which is anything 

“he first and’ worst case is that of the Queen versus Pro 
vendors, for various breaches of the rules laid down by 


‘Deputy Magistrate's file oa the 26th September, 





